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the control of the diplomatists, by the purely technical and
strategic arguments which they knew so well how to urge.104
He had also received from Bethmann-Hollweg the following
telegram:
After Count Berchtold has declared to Russia that
Austria does not aim at any territorial acquisitions in Serbia,
but only wishes to secure repose, the maintenance of the
peace of Europe depends on Russia alone. We trust in
Russia's love of peace and in our traditional friendly rela-
tions with her, that she will take no step which would
seriously endanger the peace of Europe.105
Accordingly, on Sunday evening, July 26, having heard
many rumors of Russian preparatory mobilization mea-
sures, Pourtales deemed it wise to give Sazonov a friendly
but firm warning, "concerning the news current among the
foreign Military Attaches, according to which it is sup*
posed that mobilization orders have been issued to several
Russian Army Corps on the Western Frontier." He "called
his attention to the great danger of such measures, which
might easily call forth counter-measures." Sazonov "re-
plied that he could guarantee that no mobilization order of
the sort had been issued; that, on the contrary, in the
Ministerial Council it had been decided to delay with any
such order until Austria-Hungary adopted a hostile attitude
toward Russia. M. Sazonov admitted- that there had
already been taken 'certain military measures in order not
to be taken by surprise/ "loe
Sazonov evidently felt that he had been rather vague in
his assurance that the mobilization order "would be de-
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